Children Missing in Education Policy
The term "children missing in education" (CME) typically refers to children who are not attending school or receiving a proper education. This can include a range of groups, such as those who are home-schooled but not registered, children who have dropped out of school, those who are excluded, or those who are in alternative provision (AP) but whose engagement or attendance is inconsistent.
Red George is not the sole provider for any one childs education, our aim is to provide support to the child and their main education provider to enable them to continue engaging with their main education setting. 
In the context of alternative provision the issue of CME becomes especially relevant because:
1. Vulnerable groups: Children who are in alternative provision are often among the most vulnerable, including those who have been excluded from mainstream schools, children with special educational needs, and those facing mental health challenges.
2. Tracking and Monitoring: There needs to be robust systems in place to track the attendance, participation, and progression of children in alternative provision. It can be harder to monitor these children since they are not in traditional settings, which can lead to a higher risk of being "missing" from education.
Key Points of the Policy Framework Regarding CME and AP:
1. Identification of Children Missing in Education (CME):
· Local authorities (LAs) are typically responsible for ensuring that all children, including those in AP, are receiving education.
· CME is often defined as a child or young person who is not enrolled in any educational institution or whose whereabouts are unknown. The Local Authority must take steps to identify and track these children, often in partnership with other agencies, including the police and health services.

2. Alternative Provision (AP) & Inclusion:
· Children in alternative provision should be included in the definitions of children "at risk of missing education."
· Red George has robust attendance and monitoring policies, including proactive strategies to prevent disengagement.

3. Regular Monitoring and Data Sharing:
· Local authorities have a responsibility to monitor children in AP and maintain clear records of their attendance. If a child is absent, staff at Red George will inform the referring agency promptly who will then follow up with their standard procedures.
· The referring agency will inform Red George if they have any concerns about any of their pupils and attendance issues. 

4. Role of Red George:
· We work to keep children engaged and ensure that they are engaging in activities. This involves providing a more flexible learning approach and tailored support for children with special educational needs.

5. Support & Early Intervention:
· Effective policies involve early intervention strategies to prevent children from becoming disengaged or missing education. 
The Legal and Policy Framework (UK):
1. The Education Act 1996 (and related laws): The responsibility for ensuring that all children receive an education is enshrined in UK law, and Local Authorities are required to make sure that children are receiving full-time education. Red George does not provide full time education for children, the aim is to support children to enable them to continue in their main education setting not to provide an alternative to this. 

2. The Children Missing Education Statutory Guidance (UK): Local authorities have a duty to act in line with this statutory guidance, which includes:
· Identifying children who are CME.
· Taking swift action to find out why they are missing education and to re-engage them.
· Working closely with schools, alternative provision providers, and other agencies.

3. SEND Code of Practice: For children with special educational needs or disabilities, alternative provision can often be more specialized. The SEND Code of Practice stresses the importance of providing the right support and ensuring that children in Alternative Provision settings are not overlooked.


